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1.

1.1

Introduction

Overview

This draftfinal Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared relating to
the application for development consent for the proposed Norwich to Tilbury project
(the ‘Project’) made by National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (referred to as “The
Applicant’ within this document). It has been prepared in accordance with the
guidance published by the Department of Communities and Local Government
(Department for Communities and Local Government, 2015).

This SoCG has been prepared by National Grid as the Applicant and Colchester City
Council (CCC). CCC is a prescribed consultee under Section 43 of the Planning Act
2008 (PA 2008) as a Host Authority.

This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available elsewhere within
the application documents_and submissions into the examination. All documents are
available in the deposit locations and/or the Planning Inspectorate website.

This SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority (ExA) where

agreement has been reached between the parties. It identifies areas of the Project
within the Development Consent Order (DCO) application (‘the Application’), where
matters are agreed, under discussion or not agreed between the parties.

The engagement between the parties across the breadth of matters +s—enge+ng—'l1he

between—the—partlee— as been extenswe and is summarlsed in Chagter 2
ThIS draﬁflnal SoCG has been prepared for Dead#ne—é—tt—rs—mtended—te—be—a—twe—and

011].

—
—
\l

N
N
co

44-8-The parties will continue to work together_beyond deadline 7, seeking further

resolution where appropriate-te-ensure-this SeCG-is-a-reliable-and-up-to-date
decumentwhich-caninform-the-examination.

449-This SoCG has been structured to reflect topics of the Application which are
relevant to CCC. The applicable matters considered within this SoCG apply to CCC’s
statutory remit. The following bullet points present the topics included in this SoCG
(they are also presented in Section 3):

e Project development, description and design

e Ecology and Biodiversity
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e Air Quality

e Noise and Vibration

e Health and Wellbeing

e Historic Environment

e Landscape and Visual

e Socio-economics, Recreation and Tourism
e Cumulative Effects

e Development Consent Order

e Other Matters

CCC will have regard to any points raised by statutory bodies and other relevant Interested
Parties in respect of the matters covered in the SoCG. i ;

1.2 Summary of Matters Under Discussion

1.2.1 As requested by the Examining Authority, the below table provides an ‘at a glance’
summary of matters which are under discussion, together with a deadline by which
such matters are expected to be resolved.

SoCG ID Summary of matter under discussion Deadline for resolution

Ecology-and BiediversityProject development, description and design

3-34—Datasources The Applicant disagrees-with-CCC’s et thentlaay
hat incufficiont I Doadline 7

2013 Giandara | CPPFOPRGieTheApplicanthasagreedthe  forwardEngagement on
oo batroostsurveys-approach-with-Natural this matter will continue
Fritigation(bats) ~ England-andissetoutin5.9-13-Draft with CCC post DCO
33-15—Construction Statementof Common-Ground—-Natural  Eyxamination.

effects3.2.13 — Legal EnglandJREP4-081]will secure any offsite
agreements BNG required and identified by the

Biodiversity Offsetting Scheme, and delivery
of any offsite tree planting by requirement.
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i pnlend‘elltlle !’ tppl_lleant W'IIIHII' SEEC al te; e;|;|ee

CoCR Ecological-Clerk-of \Works-—The agreed-during

3.2.14 - Landscape Applwan#mamtams%hai—tm&re@MH—net—be Exqminaiien.—Discussion
Compensation undertaken-by-one-individual-butby-multiple s will conclude after

ecologists with a range of relevant finalisation of this SoCG
e e through the draft DCO

licences-necessary-forthe-specifictaskto-be wording.

I kon. Furtl lotail I I

.

apnel_ type .enllES.ewls Ineq| un.el d. aelnes';s. H'Ie
Londecopecnd-meslegealterasemanillen
{post-BCO-consenbNational Grid is
proposing a commitment to secure landscape
compensation/offsetting measures. This
would be submitted on a “blue pencil” basis
and without prejudice to National Grid’s
position that it does not consider the
compensation measures are required by
policy and therefore do not meet the relevant
policy and legal tests.

construction, relevant surveys would be
undertaken to reduce removal of
trecothedenroye ne oo seaetenblo.

Healthamne flellbelne

S-6-0—1ey A T TSR tlnes. © sestlen_s |elalellng = :;eselllb't'e'z' SRS

SRS hits Inlealtln a_nel e pneulde. bits

El-SS-bIIIIEEIGIIS ’!‘EE:.'EE"" ”'Iltll 'l.E".' de.alte;e;“;ee eempﬁlete” Hlle

3.6.8 — Standard

3 642 Outl . . _ .

CoCP g H'.E 4P EIE“EEI. i IEEESE"IHHE'Z' SRS
Gesle_el Gen_nstnuetlen Illaetlee. I
ST p'e“'de‘ i ‘EE“.EE""‘ ”'.H' an upsle_nl;e
e;|;|e;e eemplﬁete” I Inel ,.(ppllea.nt ";_'” e

Historic Envi
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1.3 Project Description

1.3.1 The Project is a proposal by National Grid to upgrade the electricity transmission
system in East Anglia between Norwich and Tilbury, comprising:

e A new 400 kilovolt (kV) electricity transmission connection of approximately 180
km overall length from Norwich Main Substation to Tilbury Substation via
Bramford Substation, a new East Anglia Connection Node (EACN) Substation
and a new Tilbury North Substation, including:

— Approximately 159 km of new overhead line supported on approximately 509
pylons, either standard steel lattice pylons (approximately 50 m in height) or
low height steel lattice pylons (approximately 40 m in height) and some of
which would be gantries (typically up to 15 m in height) within proposed Cable
Sealing End (CSE) compounds or existing or proposed substations

— Approximately 21 km of 400 kV underground cabling, some of which would be
located through the Dedham Vale National Landscape (an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB1)

e Up to seven new CSE compounds (with permanent access) to connect the
overhead lines to the underground cables

e Modification works to connect into the existing Norwich Main Substation and a
substation extension at the existing Bramford Substation

e A new 400 KV substation on the Tendring Peninsula, referred to as the EACN
Substation (with a new permanent access). This is proposed to be an Air
Insulated Switchgear (AIS) substation
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1.3.2

1.3.3

1.3.4

1.4

1.4.1

e A new 400 kV substation to the south of Orsett Golf Course in Essex, referred to
as the Tilbury North Substation (with a new permanent access). This is proposed
to be a Gas Insulated Switchgear (GIS) substation

e Modifications to the existing National Grid Electricity Transmission overhead lines
to facilitate the connection of the existing network into the new Tilbury North
Substation to provide connection to the Tilbury Substation

¢ Ancillary and/or temporary works associated with the construction of the Project.

In addition, third party utilities diversions and/or modifications would be required to
facilitate the construction of the Project. There would also be land required for
environmental mitigation and Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG).

As well as the permanent infrastructure, land would also be required temporarily for
construction activities including, for example, working areas for construction
equipment and machinery, site offices, welfare, storage and temporary construction
access.

The Project would be designed, constructed and operated in accordance with
applicable health and safety legislation. The Project will need to comply with design
safety standards including the Security and Quality of Supply Standard (SQSS),
which sets out the criteria and methodology for planning and operating the National
Electricity Transmission System (NETS). This informs a suite of National Grid policies
and processes, which contain details on design standards required to be met when
designing, constructing and operating assets such as those proposed for the Project.

Format and Structure of this Document

This SoCG is structured as follows:

e Section 2 provides a summary of the key engagement undertaken to date with
CCC

e Section 3 summarises the key matters and captures the status of each issue /
matter

e Section 4 includes the sign off sheet
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2.

Record of Key Engagement

2.1 Introduction

2.1.1 The Applicant has engaged with CCC on the Project throughout the pre-application
process. This has included:

e Non-statutory consultation in Spring 2022 and Summer 2023

e Statutory consultation in Spring 2024

e Targeted consultations in Spring 2025

e Regular meetings with lead officers about the Project as a whole

e Regular ‘Thematic Group’ meetings bringing together host authorities to discuss
specific topics

e One to one / small group technical meetings on specific detailed matters

e Sharing of papers and documentation at key stages

2.1.2 Further details on the Applicant's engagement with stakeholders is provided in the
Consultation Report and the Environmental Statement.

2.2 Summary of Key Engagement

2.2.1 Table 2.1 provides an overview of the key engagement that has taken place between
the Applicant and CCC.

2.2.2 It is agreed that the below is an accurate record of the key meetings and consultation
undertaken between the Applicant and CCC in relation to the issues addressed in
this SoCG.

Table 2.1 Summary of Key Engagement between National Grid and Colchester City Council

Date Format Topic/Description

General

August 2022 Meeting Informal project catch-up and consultation feedback

with CCC.

September Meeting All host authority workshop.

2022

November Meeting Briefings on issued response to questions from

2022 OffSET with all host authorities.

November Meeting All host authority workshop.

2022

January 2023 Meeting All host authority workshop.
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Date Format Topic/Description

February 2023 Meeting Pre-consultation session with all host authorities.

March 2023 Meeting All host authority workshop.

May 2023 Meeting All host authority workshop.

June 2023 Meeting Non-statutory consultation preferred alignment
briefing to all host authorities.

July 2023 Meeting All host authority workshop.

September Meeting All host authority workshop.

2023

October 2023 - Meeting Monthly informal catch-up meetings.

Ongoing

November Meeting All host authority workshop.

2023

December Email Correspondence The Applicant issued the draft Statement of

2023 Community Consultation (SoCC) to all host
authorities for comment.

January 2024  Meeting All host authority workshop.

February 2024 Meeting Statutory consultation preferred alignment briefing
to all host authorities.

March 2024 Meeting All host authority workshop.

March 2024 Email Correspondence The Applicant issued the SoCC to all host
authorities for statutory consultation.

May 2024 Meeting All host authority workshop.

September Email Correspondence The Applicant issued the draft Outline Code of

2024 Construction Practice (CoCP) to all host authorities
for comment.

October 2024 Meeting The Applicant held a meeting to discuss comments
from stakeholders on draft versions of the Outline
Landscape and Ecological Management Plan
(LEMP) and Outline CoCP.

November Meeting Meeting to discuss approach to targeted

2024 consultation

November Meeting All host authority workshop

2024

January 2025 Meeting Meeting to provide project and design update

January 2025 Meeting All host authority workshop
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Date Format Topic/Description

January 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant issued the 2" iteration draft versions
of the Outline CoCP and Outline LEMP to all host
authorities for comment.

January 2025 Meeting The Applicant held a meeting to discuss comments
from stakeholders on the 2" iteration draft versions
of the Outline LEMP and Outline CoCP.

March 2025 Meeting All host authority workshop

May 2025 Meeting Meeting to discuss duty to further the purposes of
the National Landscape

May 2025 Meeting All host authority workshop

May 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant shared the next iteration of the

Outline CoCP including Appendix H — Draft
Greenhouse Gas Reduction strategy.

May 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant shared the ES Appendix 17.1: Long
List of Other Developments

June 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant issued draft DCO, explanatory
memorandum and draft requirements

July 2025 Meeting All host authority workshop

August 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant issued draft Heads of Terms for
Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) and off-site tree

provision

August 2025 Meeting Meeting to provide project and design update

September Meeting All host authority workshop

2025

November Meeting All host authority workshop

2025

January 2026 Meeting All host authority workshop

February 2026 Meeting Meeting to progress Statement of Common Ground

March 2026 Email Email to agree approach for Statement of Common
Ground deadline 4 submission

March 2026 Meeting All host authority workshop

April 2026 Email The Applicant shared the Statement of Common
Ground and associated summary tables.

May 2026 Email The Applicant shared the Statement of Common
Ground following Deadline 4.

July 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss the Statement of Common

Ground
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Date Format Topic/Description

Ecology and Biodiversity

July 2022 Email Correspondence The Applicant shared the Biodiversity Assessment
Methodology and Arboriculture Assessment
Methodology for review ahead of the Thematic
Group meeting.

July 2022 Meeting Ecology and Biodiversity Thematic Group meeting -
The Applicant presented on the Biodiversity
Assessment Methodology and Arboriculture
Assessment Methodology and sought feedback
from CCC and other authorities.

September Meeting The Applicant discussed the potential off-site
2023 scheme/initiatives for BNG.
March 2024 Meeting Biodiversity Thematic Group to discuss the

methodology and scope of ecology surveys outside
the remit of Natural England.

May 2024 Technical Note The Applicant issued a technical note to all host
authorities outlining survey methods and the scope
of surveys for species outside the remit of Natural
England for agreement / comment.

May 2024 Meeting Optional Thematic Group call.

September Email Correspondence The Applicant shared the Outline LEMP
2024

October 2024 Meeting The Applicant hosted a meeting to discuss

comments from stakeholders on draft versions of
the Outline LEMP and Outline CoCP.

January 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant issued the Protected Species
Proposed Mitigation Measures to stakeholders
including CCC.

January 2025 Meeting The Applicant hosted a meeting to discuss
comments from stakeholders on proposed
mitigation for species outside the remit of Natural
England.

January 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant shared the Biodiversity Net Gain
Strategy.

January 2025 Meeting The Applicant hosted a meeting to discuss
comments received on the draft Biodiversity Net
Gain Report.

January 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant shared the second iteration of the
Outline LEMP
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Date Format Topic/Description

May 2025 Meeting The Applicant hosted a meeting to discuss
comments from the updated proposed mitigation for
species outside the remit of Natural England.

May 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant shared the next iteration of the
Outline LEMP including Appendix D — Outline
Landscape Proposals

September Meeting Option thematic group meeting to discuss feedback

2025 on the ecology section of the Environmental
Statement.

January 2026 Meeting Joint meeting attended by LPA’s who are

represented by Essex Place Service for ecology to
discuss the Statement of Common Ground.

February 2026 Meeting Meeting to progress Statement of Common Ground

March 2026 Email Email to agree approach for Statement of Common
Ground deadline 4 submission

March 2026 Meeting All host authority workshop

May 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss the Statement of Common
Ground with Essex Place Services.

May 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss draft bat licences with Essex
Place Services.

June 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss draft bat licences, ECoW and
BNG with Essex Place Services.

Air Quality

September Email Correspondence The Applicant issued the proposed methodology

2022 and scope of the Air Quality assessment for review

and comment.

Noise and Vibration

September Email Correspondence The Applicant issued the proposed methodology
2022 and scope of the Noise and Vibration assessment
for review and comment.

Health and Wellbeing

September Email Correspondence The Applicant issued the Health and Wellbeing
2022 Assessment Methodology to all host authorities.
September Technical Note The Applicant issued a Health and Wellbeing
2023 technical note on the proposed approach to the

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), including
guidance, study area, scope, and assessment
methodology.
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Date Format

Topic/Description

September Meeting
2024

October 2024 Technical note

October 2025 Meeting

June 2026 Meeting

The Applicant held a meeting to discuss and agree
the proposed assessment scope and methodology
for the Health and Wellbeing chapter of the ES.

The Applicant issued a refreshed Health and
Wellbeing technical note on the proposed approach
to the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA),
including guidance, study area, scope, and
assessment methodology.

Optional thematic group meeting to discuss
feedback on the Health and Wellbeing section of the
Environmental Statement.

Meeting to discuss the Statement of Common
Ground

Historic Environment

July 2022 Email Correspondence

July 2022 Meeting
September Meeting

2022

January 2023 Email Correspondence

February 2023 Meeting

June 2023 Technical Note

September Meeting
2023

November Meeting
2023

The Applicant issued a document detailing the
scope and methodology for the Historic
Environment assessment and baseline to all host
authorities and Historic England.

Historic Environment Thematic Group to discuss the
proposed approach for the EIA assessment.

The Applicant presented an updated approach to
defining study areas, scoping of walkover and
scoping of historic buildings to consider in the
assessment, in response to feedback received.

The Applicant issued the plans showing the
proposed viewpoint locations for landscape and
heritage ahead of the Thematic Group meeting in
February 2023 to all host authorities.

The Applicant held a meeting with all host
authorities to discuss landscape and heritage
viewpoints.

The Applicant issued a technical note to Historic
England and host authorities to agree methodology
for the selection of viewpoints for the Historic
Environment assessment.

Historic Environment Thematic Group meeting to
discuss the proposed heritage viewpoint
methodology with all host authorities and Historic
England.

Historic Environment Thematic Group meeting to
discuss the proposed locations of heritage
viewpoints with host authorities and Historic
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Date Format Topic/Description
England. Feedback was received from stakeholders
regarding proposed viewpoints and additional
viewpoints were proposed.

November Meeting Historic Environment Thematic Group meeting to

2023 discuss proposed locations of heritage viewpoints
with all host authorities and Historic England.
Viewpoint locations shared in PDF and shapefile.

November Meeting Discussion with archaeological advisors to discuss

2023 approach to geophysical survey and trial trenching.

January 2024 Email Correspondence The Applicant shared the updated cultural heritage
viewpoints (including ZTV) for feedback from all
host authorities, Natural England and Historic
England.

March 2024 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting

March 2024 Technical Note The Applicant shared the Historic Environment
Desk-Based Assessment for review and comment.

March 2024 Technical Note The Applicant shared the updated Written Scheme
of Investigation (WSI) for Geophysical Surveys with
the Archaeology Working Group Members.

March 2024 Email Correspondence Project response to Stakeholder feedback on
Heritage Viewpoints.

May 2024 Meeting Optional Statutory Consultation Historic
Environment Thematic Group call.

May 2024 Technical Note The Applicant shared the WSI for Monitoring Gl
works under archaeological supervision with
Archaeology Working Group Members for review
and approval.

June 2024 Technical Note The Applicant shared the overarching WSI for the
Archaeological Trial Trenching with the Archaeology
Working Group Members for review and approval.

June 2024 Technical Note The Applicant shared the Site Specific WSI for the
East Anglia Connection Node (EACN) (Site 001)
with the Archaeology Working Group Members
(including CCC) for information.

July 2024 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting.

August 2024 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting.

October 2024 Meeting Historic Environment Thematic Group Meeting.

October 2024 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting.
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Date Format Topic/Description

October 2024 Email Correspondence The Applicant shared the setting survey locations
with stakeholders.

February 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant shared the draft Historic Baseline
Report with Annex C & D.

February 2025 Meeting Thematic group meeting to discuss the Historic
Environment Viewpoints.

February 2025 Meeting The Applicant hosted a meeting to discuss the
Heritage Baseline report.

March 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant issued updated the Historic
Environment Viewpoints information to stakeholders
including CCC.

April 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant issued the Draft Outline
Archaeological Mitigation Strategy and Draft Outline
Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for post-
consent stage of the project.

May 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting.

June 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting.

June 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant shared additional trench plans for Site
009, Area 26.

June 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant shared updated trench plans for Site
009, Area 26

June 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant shared an Archaeological fieldwork
summary for comment.

July 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting.

August 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting.

August 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant shared SSWSis - Site 011

September Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting.

2025

September Email Correspondence The Applicant shared updated SSWSI sites 11

2025

October 2025 Meeting Optional thematic group meeting to discuss
feedback on the heritage section of the
Environmental Statement

October 2025 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting.

October 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant shared Trial Trench plans for review

and approval for site 009 and site 011.
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Date Format Topic/Description

October 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant shared updated Trial trench plans for
site 009 site 011.

November Email Correspondence The Applicant shared shapefile for the phase 2
2025 survey along with the priority area survey.
November Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting.

2025

December Email Correspondence The Applicant shared the WSI for the Phase 2
2025 geophysical survey.

December Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting.

2025

January 2026 Meeting Meeting to begin discussing Essex Place Services

(EPS), working on behalf of CCC, comments on the
Statement of Common Ground

January 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss matters relating to Archaeology
in the Statements of Common Ground being
covered by EPS.

January 2026  Meeting Meeting to discuss matters relating to built heritage
in the Colchester Statement of Common Ground

January 2026 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting.

February 2026 Meeting The Applicant shared the Supplementary

Environmental Information submitted to the
Planning Inspectorate on the geophysical survey
and archaeological trial trenching completed to date
with the Archaeology Working Group Stakeholders.

February 2026 Meeting Archaeology Working Group meeting

March 2026 Email The Applicant issued the trench plan for geophysical
surveys for Area 59 in site 009 for review and
approval.

March 2026 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting

April 2026 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting.

April 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss mitigation areas for trial
trenching.

May 2026 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting.

May 2026 Email The Applicant shared the Outline AMS and OWSI

for further comment.

May 2026 Email The Applicant shared the Geoarchaeological
Monitoring of GI WSI for comment.
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Date Format Topic/Description

June 2026 Meeting Meeting with EPS Archaeology to discuss the
Statement of Common Ground

June 2026 Meeting Meeting with EPS Built Heritage to discuss the
Statement of Common Ground

June 2026 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting.

July 2026 Meeting Archaeology Working Group Meeting.

July 2026 Email Updated draft of Geoarchaeological monitoring of Gl
WSI Shared.

Landscape and Visual

July 2022 Technical note Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA)
methodology and arboricultural assessment
methodology shared for review and discussion at
the Thematic Group Meeting

July 2022 Meeting Landscape and Visual Thematic Group Meeting.
The Applicant shared the Landscape and Visual
Impact Assessment (LVIA) Methodology and
Arboricultural Assessment Methodology for review.

January 2023 Email Correspondence The Applicant issued plans showing proposed
viewpoint locations for review and comment to all
host authorities.

February 2023 Meeting The Applicant held a Landscape and Visual
Thematic Group Meeting to discuss proposed
viewpoint locations in Essex. The Applicant sought
agreement on the viewpoint locations to include in
the Preliminary Environmental Information Report
(PEIR) and the ES.

May 2023 Meeting The Applicant held a meeting to discuss
stakeholder’s feedback on EIA viewpoints
previously shared.

May 2023 — Email Correspondence The Applicant shared information, responded to

March 2024 further feedback on viewpoint locations received
from the May 2023 meeting, and reviewed
subsequent feedback received up to March 2024
with the aim to agree viewpoint locations for the
PEIR and ES (based on the information available at
this date).

August 2023 Email Correspondence The Applicant issued wirelines and photomontages
and proposed the approach to Zone of Theoretical
Visibility (ZTV) mapping for comment.
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Date Format Topic/Description

January 2024 Email Correspondence The Applicant shared the updated landscape
viewpoints (and the ZTV) and sought feedback from
all host authorities.

March 2024 Meeting The Applicant held a meeting to discuss
stakeholder’s feedback on EIA viewpoints
previously shared.

May 2024 Meeting Optional Statutory Consultation Thematic Group
call.

September Email Correspondence The Applicant shared the Draft Landscape and

2024 Visual Methodology, Proposed LVIA Viewpoints
(excel spreadsheet) and Proposed LVIA Viewpoints
(map) ahead of the Landscape Thematic Group
Meeting.

September Meeting The Applicant held a Landscape Thematic Group

2024 Meeting to find agreement on the LVIA methodology
and the format/presentation of photomontages
and/or wirelines which will form part of the
development consent application.

September Email Correspondence The Applicant shared the shapefiles for the

2024 landscape viewpoints and order limits with CCC and
other stakeholders following the Landscape
Thematic Group Meeting.

September Email Correspondence The Applicant shared the draft Outline LEMP and

2024 Sample Mitigation Drawings ahead of the draft
Outline LEMP and Outline CoCP discussion.

September Meeting Landscape and Visual Thematic Group Meeting —

2024 LVIA Viewpoints within Essex North

October 2024 Meeting The Applicant held a focus meeting to discuss the
National Landscape.

October 2024 Email Correspondence The Applicant shared the Draft mitigation drawings
to accompany the Outline LEMP with stakeholders

October 2024 Email Correspondence The Applicant shared the National landscape setting
study with stakeholders

October 2024 Email Correspondence The Applicant shared updated viewpoint information
data following from the landscape thematic
workshops

November Meeting The Applicant held a meeting to confirm agreement

2024 on VPs and photomontages

January 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant shared the second iteration of the

Outline LEMP.
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Date Format Topic/Description

March 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant issued an update on LVIA Viewpoints
and Methodology.

March 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant issued the draft Arboricultural Impact
Assessment.
May 2025 Email Correspondence The Applicant shared the next iteration of the

Outline LEMP including Appendix D — Outline
Landscape Proposals.

October 2025 Meeting Optional thematic group meeting to discuss
feedback on the Landscape section of the
Environmental Statement.

January 2026  Meeting Joint meeting attended by LPA’s who are
represented by Essex Place Service for Landscape
to discuss the Statement of Common Ground.

March 2026 Meeting Joint meeting attended by LPA’s who are
represented by Essex Place Service for Landscape
to discuss the Statement of Common Ground.

March 2026 Email Correspondence The Applicant_sent an e-mail to seek further
clarification and detail in relation to the requests for
additional landscape and visual measures in CCC’s
Local Impact Report

May 2026 Meeting Meeting to discuss the Statement of Common
Ground with Essex Place Services.

Socio-economics, Recreation and Tourism

July 2022 Email Correspondence The Applicant issued the assessment methodology
to stakeholders for review ahead of the Thematic
Group Meeting in July 2022.

July 2022 Meeting The Applicant held a Socio-economic, Recreation
and Tourism Thematic Group Meeting to seek
feedback on the proposed approach to the Socio-
economics, Recreation and Tourism assessment
prior to formal submission of the Scoping Report to
the Planning Inspectorate. This meeting was
attended by several stakeholders, including CCC.

June 2023 Technical Note The Applicant issued a Technical Note setting out
the study area and methodology for assessing
businesses where visual impacts are a potential
operational consideration, and Public Right of Way
(PRoW) during construction and operation.

August 2023 Meeting The Applicant held a Socio-economic, Recreation
and Tourism Thematic Group Meeting to discuss
the study area and methodology for assessing
businesses.
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Date Format Topic/Description

April 2024 Technical Note The Applicant shared an updated technical note
with all host authorities to demonstrate how their
feedback had been considered in developing the

PEIR.

September Meeting Meeting to discuss and agree the Scope and

2024 Methodology for the updated Socio-economics,
Recreation and Tourism Technical Note on the ES
Chapter.

September Technical Note The Applicant shared the Socio-economic,

2024 Recreation and Tourism Technical Note with

stakeholders.

November Meeting The Applicant held a follow up meeting to discuss

2024 and agree the Scope and Methodology for the
updated Socio-Economics, Recreation and Tourism
Technical Note on the ES Chapter.

March 2025 Email The Applicant shared a 3™ Technical note to agree
the study area and assessment criteria for
comment.
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3. Matters Agreed, Not Agreed or Under

Discussion
3.1 Overview
3.1.1 This chapter details the matters relevant to CCC which have been agreed, not

agreed or are under discussion between the parties. Matters are arranged by topic
(using broad headings, or EIA chapter headings where appropriate) and each matter
is given a unique reference number to aid identification.

3.1.2 The red, amber, green status shows the level of agreement with CCC. Descriptions
of the different levels are summarised in Table 3.1

Table 3.1 Agreement status for matters presented in Section 3

Status Description
Indicates a final position, where it has not been possible to resolve the issue
to the agreement of both parties and there remains a difference of opinion.
Under Indicates where issues are the subject of active on-going discussion.
discussion
Agreed Indicates where an issue has been agreed or resolved satisfactorily to the

agreement of both parties.

3.1.3 Engagement will continue as the Project develops and progresses through the
various stages of the DCO process, including through detailed design.
3.14 Table 3.2 to Table 3.11 provides the matters agreed, not agreed or under discussion

in relation to the various topics.
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Docusign Envelope ID: E448E266-2004-8D7C-8103-847FD4EB75FD

4. Confirmation of Agreement

The above SoCG is agreed between National Grid and Colchester City Council on the date
specified below.

Signed for and on behalf of National Grid:

Date:

17/07/2026

Signed for and on behalf of Colchester City Council:

Date:

15/1/2026
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Docusign Envelope ID: E448E266-2004-8D7C-8103-847FD4EB75FD

Abbreviations

Abbreviation

Full Reference

AIL
AIS
AOD
AONB
BNG
CoCP
CCC
CSE
CTMP
DCO
EACN
EHO
EIA
ES
Gl
GW
LLFA
LVIA
MIIA
MRA
NCR
NETS
NPSs
PEIR
PRoW
SoCG
SoCC
SPZ
WFD
WHIASU
WIIA
WSI
Zol
ZTV

Abnormal Indivisible Loads

Air Insulated Switchgear

Above Ordnance Datum

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
Biodiversity Net Gain

Code of Construction Practice

Colchester City Council

Cable Sealing End

Construction Traffic Management Plan
Development Consent Order

East Anglia Connection Node
Environmental Health Officer
Environmental Impact Assessment
Environmental Statement

Ground Investigation

Gigawatt

Lead Local Flood Authority

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment
Mineral Infrastructure Impact Assessment
Minerals Resource Assessment

National Cycle Route

National Electricity Transmission System
National Policy Statements

Preliminary Environmental Information Report
Public Right of Way

Statement of Common Ground

Statement of Community Consultation
Source Protection Zone

Water Framework Directive

Wales Health Impact Assessment Support Unit
Waste Infrastructure Impact Assessment
Written Scheme of Investigation

Zone of Influence

Zone of Theoretical Visibility

National Grid | June2026July 2026 | Norwich to Tilbury
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Docusign Envelope ID: E448E266-2004-8D7C-8103-847FD4EB75FD

National Grid plc

National Grid House,
Warwick Technology Park,
Gallows Hill, Warwick.
CV34 6DA United Kingdom

Registered in England and Wales
No. 4031152
nationalgrid.com
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